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Faces of Westfield: How the Journey Began

The Faces of Westfield project began when Karen West said she 
always wanted to do some sort of a portrait project.

The students in the Westfield Promise program were reading Ta-
Nehesi Coates’book Between the World and Me, an epistolary-
like exploration of growing up African American in the U.S. 
today. There are numerous themes in the book including race, 
violence, education, identity, and dreams.

What if, for Westfield’s 350th, we interviewed people connected 
to Westfield about their identities and their dreams? And then 
include their portrait?

Thus the groundwork for the project was begun.

Classes worked independently and then came together for 
teaching and learning sessions.  Shared sessions to go on gallery 
walks to learn about portraiture and condensed lessons to be 
shared from the book. Interview sessions off-campus with teams 
of students and collaborative learning opportunities with small 
groups of students from all classes.

The following pages are the end result but what the reader cannot 
see are the hundreds of little stories behind the scenes that 
happened to all of us this year. What is difficult to measure is the 
growth of a person’s heart and soul but as a witness to this 
journey I assure you we all leave this project as better human 
beings than when we began.
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Dedication

To all the dreamers…….

In tempi come questi, la fuga è l’unico mezzo che
rimane per mantenersi vìvi e continuare a sognare.

In times like these, escape is the only mean available 
for keeping alive and continue dreaming.

– Henry Laborit



Ed & Regina Ekmalian
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Index to “Loving Life Together” 
Goals and Dreams, 1-35

Stay away from the war, 1-9
Dream of a happy retirement, 10-21
The happy family/The American Dream, 22-35 

Meeting the One, 36-147
Passionate feeling for marriage, 36-45 
Meeting for the first time, 46-67 
Buying a house, 68-75
Risks, 71-73
Marriage, 76-87
Stillbirth, 88-103
Adoption of Joshua, 104-120 
Retirement, 121-132
Grandkids, 133-147
Ayden, 133-140
Rylee, 141-147

Groups, 148-175
Miata Club, 148-157
Shuffleboard Group, 158-164
Boating Club, 165-175

Hobbies, 176-220
Craftsmanship, 176-193
Spoon Jewelry, 176-180
Building birdhouses, 181-186
Woodworking, 187-193
Kayaking, 194-200
Gardening, 201-208
Driving around in Miata, 209-220



Kimberly Martinez
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Dreams
The word dream can be defined as, “ a cherished aspiration, ambition, 
or ideal.” As young kids we are filled with dreams and those dreams 
are what motivate us to get what we want, and pursue that goal with 
everything we have. Without these dreams, there wouldn’t be much to 
look forward to when we grow up. When Kim Martinez was a young 
girl, she had a dream of wanting to be a police officer and that dream 
hasn’t changed. Her dream of working in law enforcement, or more 
specifically as an FBI agent, made her motivated to work harder. What
motivated? “ Knowing it would be a bigger challenge at a higher level 
of law enforcement, and it is a higher risk job that I, and others, would 
say I’d be good at.” The help of her parents, siblings, aunt, and friends 
has allowed her to have that extra support and let her know that her 
family and friends will be by her side through it all. When trying to 
complete a goal or dream there are always certain challenges along the 
way. There are times when it seems easy, but there are times when it is 
very difficult. These challenges do not faze Kim, they push her harder.

At a young age, kids are sucked into doing illegal things, 
especially if they are surrounded by bad people and a bad
environment. When she was 13, Kim moved to Westfield to get away
from the dangerous environment where she was from. The little
change completely transformed her world, and shaped her into a
different person.

Kim Martinez would define herself as an Hispanic girl from Westfield 
Massachusetts, who is also an athlete. As an Hispanic girl, she herself 
has experienced some discrimination in her life. She has been judged 
for being Puerto Rican, and has seen how some people judge others by 
the way they dress, who they talk to, and how others are easily able to 
judge what’s on the outside and not what’s on the inside. Some advice 
Kim would like to tell others is, “ Don’t let anyone tell you what you 
can or can’t do because of your age, race, background, and so much 
more.”
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Wayne Harju
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Wayne Harju, originally from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has 
resided in Westfield for the last 25 years. The most
important things to Mr. Harju are family and financial 
stability. It's easy to see he's incredibly proud of his 
children, Susan, Stephanie, and Bill, and all of his 
grandchildren. He’s passionate about his wife that he met, 
proposed to and married all within 4 months in 1973.
They’re still together to this day.

Growing up in Milwaukee, he dreamed of going to college,
getting a good job, and living a comfortable life. He had a 
difficult childhood, so he just wanted something better in 
his life. In high school, he wanted to be a physicist, but 
quickly realized it takes a lot of time. He entered in a state‐
wide competition, and ended up winning. Milwaukee
University of Engineering gave him a full scholarship, which 
he gladly accepted. This is where he learned how to design 
electrical facilities and power transformers then became a 
plant electrical engineer. Getting a degree in engineering
was the accomplishment he was most proud of.

When he was younger, his dream was to go to college and 
get a good job and live a comfortable life. He’s now retired, 
so he doesn’t really have a goal or a dream. He just wants 
his grandchildren to have a happy life, wants great‐
grandchildren one day, and wants good health.



Suman Bhujel, Achut Budhatohoki, Bhupan 
Sanyasi, Tilo Gurung and Lal Biswa
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Dreams of 
being soccer 
stars:

• or 
tennis 
players

• or a 
super 
hero• maybe even 
an auto 
mechanic
or a pilot.

But now the 
dreams are 
more
realistic:

• I.T.

• and 
accountant 
are the 
idea.

Nepali 
student 

athletes is 
how we 
define 

ourselves.

Christian, 
too.

We like to joke 
around with 
friends and 
have only 

experienced a 
little bit of 
racism –

mostly actions 
of people 

standing off 
and away. But 
not so much.
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Raynaisha Little;Alex Keaveney; 
Anonymous; Jailen Jones; Christian 

Melendez; Jack Lynch
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Kate Carzello
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Kate defines herself as Caucasian, Italian, Catholic female
who has lived a lot of life in her 35 years. She’s a single mom to 
a biracial 16 year old boy (Gavin), as well as a doting auntie. 
She has 2 nephews (Cullen 23 & Connor 19) who have been a 
huge part of her life. As well as a 12 year old niece, Lily.

She has lived in Westfield for 12 years, coming to 
Westfield for a job opportunity. The family is involved in the
town. Volunteering for all the sports teams that Gavin is on, as 
well as currently working at the high school.

Her biggest dream as a child was to maintain a close knit 
family. Her father has 10 brothers and sisters who all stayed in 
the area to raise their families.  It has always been important
to her to continue that for her family. Her first memory of 
family was when her nephew was born. She remembers the
most important thing was to have a close relationship with 
him. From her oldest nephew to her niece ‐ it’s very important
to note they are all very close.

As the kids get older it’s still very important to keep a 
close connection. Between her parents and siblings, they
continue to always be there for each other. Whether it’s major
life stuff or just the little things.

Her dream has only really affected life choices by making 
sure that she is always available, for her son or her nephews 
and niece. Another choice was to not pursue a big demanding
job or even choosing not to  date so as always to be at games,
practices or just generally be available when they needed me.



1 7

Her current dream is to have a fresh start next year. Her biggest
goal was to make sure her son was raised with 110% of her
attention as he was growing up. Next year is his senior year in
high school.  After that, when he heads off to college, she is 
going to figure out what she wants to be when she grows up.
Hoping to have more time to work on herself.

The biggest hurdle to her dream was having her son so 
young.  The family was always supporting her and Gavin. 
Either helping to babysit while she worked nights or having 
her watch her nephews so she could be home all day with 
them. Also by giving them a place to live so that she could 
concentrate on him and not have to work long hours away
from him.

Her greatest accomplishment is how amazing my son has 
turned out and what a great human being he is.  Having had 
him so young it certainly could have gone another way. He is 
an honor roll student, varsity athlete and all around great kid. 
She is constantly getting compliments on his behavior and 
how helpful he is to other people.  Her dream of having a 
close knit family fostered a lot is these great traits that he has.

Her advice to the future generation would be to be yourself! 
Don’t let anyone tell you who you have to be… Take your time 
and enjoy every minute.  Lastly, find something you love to do 
and you won’t work a day in your life.



Officer Jim Summers
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SAVE
*based on the song  Leaked by lil tjay*

Woah, yeah, oh 
Jsums

[Pre-Chorus]
So I'm skirting off to the scene in my cop car, see 
me gone (Ooh)
Been catching all these bodies in Westside, now I got 
Them
I got my family by my side 
They helping me through it
all
If you have the chance to give back, just do it

Days weren't so easy but somehow I made it 
Went to Norwich for 4 years, shit changed me 
Now I’m this man that I have dreamed of,
It wasn't easy at all, my dreams affected my
life Somehow I still did that
Was on my way to Marshalls 
Then that changed

So I'm skirting off to the scene in my cop car, see 
me gone (Ooh)
Been catching all these bodies in Westside, now I got 
Them
I got my family by my side 
They helping me through it
all
If you have the chance to give back, just do it 
All I do is make money to keep my family good



Alex Keaveney; Jailen Jones & Megan 
Gilbert; Sam Archer & Jack Lynch; Alex 

Keaveney & Christian Melendez
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Chief White Eagle
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Chief White Eagle 
aka James Gamache
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Chief White Eagle Song

Chief White Eagle x2

Honor and Pride in who I am. 
Chief White Eagle.
I am one with nature in all I can.
Chief White Eagle.

Westfield is my home and it’s special to me. 
For all it’s loving people and diversity.
No matter where I go people are drawn to me.
My stature and my poise breathes electricity.

Honor and Pride in who I am. 
Chief White Eagle.
I am one with nature in all I can. 
Chief White Eagle.

Chief White Eagle x2



PLAYBILL
W e s t f i e l d  M A
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CAST
Bob Plasse . . . . . . Bob Plasse 

James Homan . . . . . . James Homan
ACT ONE

Both Bob and James were both born with a twin brother, though while 
James grew up with an identical twin, Bob grew up with a fraternal twin. 
Both growing up as almost “half of a whole”.

Bob grew up in Massachusetts and went to school not so far away, and 
discovered himself later in life. Figuring out that he had a sense of humor, 
and a community around him. He also discovered that he was a gay man.

James grew up in Wisconsin, just outside of Chicago. He spent time in the
performing arts, such as dancing, and theatre after he found that he had an
aptitude for such things, and it became a “big part of [his] life”.

“I discovered that I had a sense of humor, that I wasn’t alone in the 
world.” - Bob Plasse

ACT TWO

Currently, Bob works with the community of Westfield in many ways. He 
is an active member of Westfield on Weekends, as well as many other 
programs. He and James have lived in Westfield for over a decade now, 
and have both worked to better the community and take an active part in 
the lives of those who live here.

During the time I spent with James and Bob, I found that they had a lot
of great advice to give out. Especially James, who told me that even at
his age, he was still figuring himself out, and that throughout both his 
and Bob’s lives they have gone through multitudes of change, like 
“learning
to deal with having to let go”.

“I think I’m still working on identity … rewriting the narrative of myselfstill … at this age” - James Homan



Kimberly Kearney
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As a young girl Kimberly Kearney was told she should be lawyer 
because she loved to argue. Growing up she faced many challenges such 
as losing her mom at a young age, moving from Georgia to 
Massachusetts and struggling to find herself as an individual. In Georgia 
things were different and not just weather wise but there was a lot more 
racism in GA, she even had to deal with racial comments at a young age 
from a colored man- “You see this scar on my wrist, that's where you put 
the shackles on me. Do you have a white cloak in your closet? Do white 
people know how to barbeque?”. Her whole life she was scared of the 
future, she then became a mom and her whole life changed. She always 
tried to not be affected by stereotypes but they always drill" it in your 
head to be stereotypical, now she's not going to let it affect her because 
she knows not everyone's the same. After becoming a mom she wanted to 
better herself and set a good example for her children by trying her 
hardest to be a good, non-judgmental person towards others especially in 
the community. Her view of the world has changed of the world, when 
she was younger she did what she wanted and it didn't seem all that bad 
but now she's scared for her children and her children's children because 
of all the violence and anger. After the fail of her unhealthy marriage she 
struggled to find her identity and who she was because she was always in 
a relationship and her decisions were dictated by her significant other. 
She never had the chance to grow as an independent single woman so 
this was her chance to really explore and try new things. With the support 
of her best friend, her three children who are always there for her and all 
of those around her she was able to find a path and follow it. She feels 
society hasn't affected her ability to make her dream come true because 
she's in charge of what she wants and she’s not going to let circumstances 
of those around her make her obsessed over things she can't control. 
Although her dream has changed after feeling she's wasted time and 
energy and made her want to better herself over anything else because 
shes been unhappy for so long and she's trying to figure out what makes 
her happy. Her goal now is to be the best she knows how to be and hopes 
to move somewhere warmer. She feels she's on a good path and is going 
to take it day by day.



Michael Varley
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Michael Varley is a Westfield resident for almost the last two years, Michael was
born in Holyoke but moved to Westfield because he thought it was beautiful and
full of life.

Michel was born and raised in the city of Holyoke, growing up in Holyoke with all 
the diverse groups of people he learned not to let race or ethnicity impact the way
he thinks or lives his life. He himself hasn’t personally been affected by racism, but
he has seen racism in public places and just around outside. This individual sees the 
world as a scary place, it was said that now a days there has been a lot of crime and 
global warming issues.

Michael is a kind hardworking and outgoing individual but well in Westfield he 
does not associate with anyone compared to the way he does in his hometown 
Holyoke. Michael thinks that people still see the color of skin to be a certain level
in life when that is not the case, he thinks that the color of your skin is just a color
not who you are as a person. “We are all equal”, “Be free, Be you, Be careful.”

This individual has had a life full of dreams but at a early age of 10 his dream as a 
child was to become a hero, growing up showed Michael that his childhood dream
would be very difficult to achieve. The earliest time in his life when he was 
passionate about something was when he learned how to roller skate. Since those
early years, overtime his passion has changed to becoming a photographer. No this
dream has not been accomplished but Michael does know he has to put himself out 
there to achieve his goals in the future. This particular dream that Michael believed
in so much has caused Michael to purchase a camera and start taking pictures
locally because of the love he has for the art of photography, he has a eye for 
beautiful shots. Michaels life choices have never affected his dream and it was said
that the only thing that could be done to accomplish this dream is to keep pushing
till you make it, and never give up.

Within the next couple years Michael doesn't plan on letting society get in his way
of accomplishing his goal of becoming a photographer well living in a nice house 
with a beautiful family and a Dalmation. With the support of his close friends,
family and his boyfriend he plans to make this dream one day a reality.



Amanda
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Chorus
I can’t put into words 
How you make me feel
Didn’t know my own worth 
Til you made me feel
And with wings of love
You fly away
With wings of love
You fly away.

(F, Am, F, Am, F, G)

You light up my life, 
make it worth living.
Even when you can’t speak to me 
I know it’s only love you’re giving.

I just want to see you shine 
like a star.
I just want you to live life 
the way you are.

Chorus

You’re my greatest friend 
one I can count on.
I never know I’d be this lucky
to have someone like you to count on.

You teach me to be great every day.
You don’t even know how you change my life in 
oh so many ways.



Regina Galica
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I grew up in Poland with my father, and older brother and
sister.  Since I was a little girl I've always loved the idea of helping 
people as my job. So I went to nursing school when I turned 
seventeen. Sent away from home, I spent many years learning to 
become the best nurse I could be. During these years I learned how to 
adapt as a young adult without my friends and family beside me. As I
grew, I realized how many opportunities America had for me, it
almost felt as if it were my destiny. Only twenty three years old after 
a lot of planning and thinking, I made a final decision moved to
Westfield on my own, leaving my father and siblings behind. I came 
here not knowing a single word of English, which was extremely 
hard. Especially during those years. People would look at me funny 
whenever I tried to speak because of my accent and my little 
knowledge of vocabulary. This still happens to me today, even thirty 
eight years later! I soon ended up teaching myself English by 
watching television and practicing silently to myself. I also started to 
make new friends with the people at my new nursing school. The first
few years were tough since I was on my own in a new country,
foreign to the people and the language.

I then had two children, which led on to two grandchildren. I could 
not be living a better life now. Happily married and watching my
kids and grandkids grow up and make decisions on their own. It's
everything I've always dreamed. I’m very easy to please. I never 
wanted a huge house, or to be a millionaire, or to be a big movie
star. I believe I'm living the best life I could ever live. In my eyes, you
should always believe in something bigger than you. I believe in 
faith, and that faith has got me to be where I am now. Without
believing, I would have nothing. I now look back on those days and 
am proud of everything I have accomplished, and proud of the strong 
independent woman I have become.
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Kim Adamczyk
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Once upon a time, there was a little girl by the name 
Kimberly Adamczyk. She lived in Amherst Massachusetts 
with her mom, brother, and two sisters. At a young age
she experienced her first hardship when her dad left her
family behind. Although it made life hard, it did not stop 
her. Sports filled her childhood and teens years, as
well as jobs and school. While life may not of been easy
for her as a child, she has dedicated her life to use her
experiences to help her own children and other children 
around Westfield Massachusetts.

As a child, Kim wanted to be a special education teacher. 
As she got older, her dreams and situation changed. Today 
her goal is to complete her psychology degree. She is an 
amazing student and hard worker much to her surprise,
but with working full time in the Westfield Public School 
District, there tends to be some tough days balancing
many tasks at once.

Kim strives to make a positive impact on the youth she 
works with.  She wants to help them create a path to 
success and be a source of support for them. She hopes 
that they learn something the can take with them into 
everyday life. With working at a technical high school, 
being a coordinator for YouthWorks, and working with 
people of all ages at a dance studio, she is able to learn so 
much from people, and kids especially, and would really 
like to do the same for them.
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Kim’s greatest accomplishment is her children. Her 
children Madison and Joseph are apart of her
motivation to complete her degree. While she is proud 
of her past athletic accomplishments, one instance is 
her high school team being in a book called “In These 
Girls Hope is a Muscle”, her future goals include 
continuing to work with at risk teens in the community, 
providing them with the tools they need for success,
and watching her own children continue to grow, and 
better establishing herself as a professional.

Today Kim works at Westfield Technical Academy as 
career center specialist, and as the program coordinator
for Youthworks, a summer employment for at risk teens. 
For her, the best part of her jobs is the impact she is able
to give to teens and the support she can give them. 
While she has two biological children, she has about 
fifty kids who call her mom as well.

Kim has touched everyone she has met, and because of 
this, they all lived happily ever after.



Shihana Jaward
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Shihana Jaward is a beautiful independent individual who 
always has hopes towards achieving her goals. Education  
is the highest goal in her life. As a 12 year old she dreamed
of becoming a doctor. Her dream changed after 10th  
grade because of her subject interests. She wanted to 
study geography as a major so she went to university in 
1994. She majored in geography, earned bachelor’s degree 
and enrolled in second class honors. After her 
accomplishments, she became a social studies teacher in a 
public school. To achieve her goal, not only studied very
hard but also came across many sleepless nights gave up 
on hobbies because people compete to go to university, 
not all students get in due to low qualifications and results.

Her goals change after completing each. Now her goal is 
to speak English fluently and become an assistant teacher
in the public schools. Now she has volunteered in public 
elementary school in Westfield.

The society didn’t affect her dreams because her parents, 
friends and family members supported her throughout
and always encouraged her to move forward and 
accomplish her dreams. Although some people were
jealous and put her down she ignored and never cared
putting a big smile oh her face.
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Claudia Tosi
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Claudia Tosi
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Claudia Tosi is a senior in high school and is graduating in a few 
weeks! Next fall she will be attending Framingham State 
University to study fashion. She hopes to be on the business side 
of things; attending fashion shows and buying pieces for 
companies. Claudia has always been on the creative side and 
expresses herself through her art, fashion, and photography.

She’s excited to explore the world and travel to see as many 
places, people, and cultures as possible; starting with Italy as 
she hopes to study abroad during college.

Claudia learned a sense of independence at a young age.At 
sixteen years old her family took on the responsibility of her two 
younger cousins. She learned to grow up and mature before her 
peers which could be difficult to handle as she wasn’t in the same 
mindset. This year her best friend and boyfriend Kohl joined the 
air force and moved away. This was yet another hardship, but 
Claudia made the best of it. She responded to this situation by 
being more social and learning more about herself.

Throughout her life, she has grown to become
a positive, loyal, and loving person and will only continue to 
grow even more. I am so lucky that I have been able to get to 
know the
amazing person Claudia Tosi is, and I can not wait to see her make 
a positive change to the world.



Man’s Best Friend
Kiefer & Robert Floyd
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Robert Floyd grew up in Fall River, Rhode Island. He grew up 
watching westerns on T.V because that was the only show that was 
on, so naturally he wanted to be a cowboy when he got older. After 
the age of 13 came high school and the reality of life. He wouldn’t 
describe himself as a nerd in high school, but instead he said he was 
popular, on the track team, photo layout editor, and he liked getting 
involved with big pranks. Robert Floyd realized in high school that 
he liked math, plus he was good at is. He thought that it had this sort 
of fantasy with it, and you can play with it, and follow rules. This 
fascinated Robert Floyd to study science and math in college. When 
it came around time to pick what college he was going to attend he 
ended up settling with Boston University over his track scholarship 
to Brown that was a last minute offer. At first when he got to BU he 
wanted to be an astronomer but he got told that it would require him 
to live alone on top of a mountain, that didn’t appeal to him. People 
instead told him, that he should become an engineer. After thinking 
about his options, he landed on aerospace engineering. He describes 
it as “super difficult”. He left Boston University with a Masters in 
management engineering. He’s had many different careers in his life. 
He just goes with the flow and doesn’t have a set plan.

After graduating from BU he went to New York University, to study 
marketing/ finance, but he hated it. His biggest accomplishment he 
believes is leaving Manhattan, and staying in the same relationship 
for 20 years with Linda Emerson. He was one class away from 
graduating NYU but decided to drop out due to his hatred of the 
subject. When he dropped out from NYU he had no money and no 
job. He picked up a camera and decided to become a photographer. 
One day he was walking with his wife down the street and notice a 
space for lease and out of the blue he decided he wanted to make it 
his own studio for people to use.

If he could give any advice to the younger generation it’s to keep 
moving forward and believe in yourself.



Ian Swegan
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Ian Swegan had always struggled to find himself and fight against 
social norms but in middle school social norms pressured him to 
become a basketball player because of his height. After realizing he 
had no interest in basketball he tried volleyball but that also didn't 
work out. Over the years he's tried to talk to people better because 
he's an overall shy guy, he's still learning but has gotten better. His 
view of the world and life has changed, he feels people are not as 
nice and not fair. He's never had a solid dream and is trying to figure 
it out but needs improvement and wants to do a lot of things. Some 
risks he regrets not taking is going to culinary school, HCC and not 
taking more risks but believes everything is a risk. He thinks people 
are sometimes prejudice because he's gay and also to other people
in the community especially black people. He has friends who are 
black and they experience prejudice comments and actions in fact 
he's almost fought someone because of it. Race and ethnicity doesn't 
affect him but he thinks its harder for others, there is 100% racists 
out there and it sucks.

Some advice he has for the next generation is to LOVE 
EVERYONE and focus on black lives matter because they shouldn't 
live with fear of police, it's out of control. He believes he's a very 
nice, cool and easy going individual, he goes with the flow but is 
shy 90% of the time. He tries to volunteer as much as he can 
because he's lived here for about 15 years but its hard when you're 
struggling yourself. His biggest supporters are his mom who's 
always there for him, his culinary teacher who was informative and 
made him comfortable and his very supportive family who has 
helped his along the way. His goal for the next 5-10 years is to 
become independent and stable and also raise his 2 year old pig.
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Kelly Paradis
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Kelly Paradis is a forty nine year old single mother teaching at a local 
school by the name of Southampton Road Elementary. She had always 
dreamed of becoming a teacher since a child. She recalled setting up a 
classroom within her home and playing “School” with her close friends. 
As she grew older she dreamed of becoming a graphic artist or interior 
designer during her high school years. She now dreams of writing novels. 
Specifically a children's book and a book based on her life. She feels 
proud and accomplished however she wishes she had taken more 
opportunities in different places (overseas, cities, colleges, etc).

She graduated 23rd out of 365 at her high school in Chicopee and later 
proceeded to attend WSU. She liked it there since it was close to home and 
not very costly. This was important to her since at the time her sick mother 
was hospitalized and it was necessary that she must visit her frequently 
because of her critical condition. Her mother later passed away from a 
brain tumor when Kelly was age 21.

Soon after graduating college at WSU she began teaching at Southampton 
Road as a first grade teacher. This excited her greatly since she always 
looked up to teachers. She liked the whole creativity aspect of teaching. 
Her mother mostly motivated her since her mother valued education 
greatly after attend college herself. She recently earned her 
administration degree and graduated in May, 2019.

She has faced many challenges in her life being a single mother. Her 
youngest son Garrett is now attending WHS while her oldest son Brenden 
is now serving in the Air Force at Barnes Airport base in Westfield. She 
says it is hard to see society looking down upon teachers and says she 
feels they take a lot of unfair backlash from press/media, students, 
parents, etc. Her job requires many hours of work, which has 
unfortunately taken away from time with her family.
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. When asked to define herself she said, “ I’m just like 
everyone else. A person who has hopes, dreams, and 
flaws. I’ve had great ups and awful lows. But I’ve 
always been a fighter and I won’t stop fighting in what I 
believe is right.

For the next generation of people she wants to share to 
be kind to one another and to find something you’re 
passionate about and stick with it. Kelly believes that if 
your not having fun with your job the leave it. She speaks 
about this because she thinks it is unfair people get held 
in stereotypes because they seem to look or act different 
than others.

Even as a an adult with children Kelly says she has 
experienced prejudice with young boys in sports because 
she was a mother figure around mostly men and felt 
somewhat like an outcast. This is why she feels kindness 
should be spread to one another instead of hate or 
disrespect since she herself knows what it feels like to
be in an awkward or uncomfortable
position.

This is Kelly Paradis, one of the many faces of Westfield.



Jonathan Huntley
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Ode to a College Man

When you were small and a young lad
You threw balls to the sky and ran bases all alone 
All girls for neighbors was the reason why, not sad.
It just meant the World Series was a pleasure on its own.

Then came high school and that fateful day. 
You met a great book and became friends.
Numbers were your thing and Moneyball was OK. 
Graduation came but your interest in reading was a
new trend.

Now you are at Bryant College studying actuarial math. 
Your horizons are opening as you travel the world to see
That life can be challenging for some on life’s path
“El Capitan” taught you about being the person you
want to be.

The future is before you: finish school, find quality work 
Enjoy life with the people you love being around and
Travel a lot. Your advice to others – don’t shirk
Your responsibilities - Find what your thing is and

Then Just Do It.



Shanti Amin
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My senior year of high school is so close to the end, sad 
to leave my friends and teachers but my impact on the 

school will never wither. A nominee for the bronze tablet 
award, a student council member, and class officer, I 

would say that I have set myself up as the perfect 
epitome of what type of student you should be. Soon I 

will be off to college attending the University of 
Connecticut to pursue my dream in law and mental 

health, leaving behind my friends and family I'll learn to 
grow and be on my own.

I have lived in Westfield for eight years now, after 
moving back and forth between new states and cities. It 

feels good to have a permanent home and permanent 
friends. Living in small city like Westfield has taught me 

to be accepting of anyone and everything. I've grown 
with the community and will be sad to leave, but 

Westfield will always be apart of me.



Sullynette Ortiz
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George Wallis, 1926-2012
Principal of Westfield High School
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Rita Kurty
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Rita Kurty’s dream all began in second grade, she had a 
favorite teacher she looked up to and aspired to be like. After 
school, Rita would play school at home. She was determined to 
be a teacher, since age seven. She was a good student and 
loved doing homework. She did her best in school and in the 
subjects she took, so she could attend college.

Rita enjoyed the little things as she was striving to reach her 
goal. She enjoyed the studying, reading and working a part 
time job. Rita believed in her dream, so she worked hard to 
make the dream come true. She believed she could live her 
dream and her family encouraged her.

When Rita graduated from college, she found a job in Amherst, 
MA. She knew Amherst and loved the town, so she was 
fortunate to be a teacher there. She earned her Master’s Degree 
in Amherst. She married and had two children. Rita stayed at 
home for a short time while her children were young. When it 
was time for them to go to school, she went back to teaching.

Rita’s dream was accomplished by working and studying hard 
and having a goal to work toward. Having good teachers and 
supportive friends and family also helped her succeed.
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Rita has lived in Westfield for 53 years so far. She moved here 
because of her husband's position at Westfield State. She was 
happy to live in Westfield, to work, live and raise her children. 
Rita’s experiences and life in Westfield has been wonderful. She 
became a part of the community. She volunteered at the hospital 
and library. She was once on the historical commission and she 
helped with the arts festival and working at the polls.

Rita is still learning, and this helps her to make the most of each 
day. Her children enjoy many of the same things as she does, 
which makes Rita very happy.

Society didn’t affect Rita’s ability to make her dream come true. 
Reaching her goal depended on herself, not society. She enjoyed 
teaching and looked forward to going every day. Rita has had 
many new opportunities, which she never feared because of her 
confidence in her abilities.

Although retiring was a big change, Rita’s dream was reached 
and she doesn’t regret any step of it. If she had to do it again, she 
wouldn’t change a thing. Rita's goal now is to live each day to 
the fullest. Rita’s advice is to love what you do and do what you 
love.

Rita loves to live by the Serenity Prayer: “God, grant me the
serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to
change the things I can change, and the wisdom to know the
difference.”



Schuyler Puleo
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Schuyler Puleo is a four year old preschooler with a bright
future. He is caring, high spirited, and ready to learn. At his 
young age he already has his mind set on becoming a farmer,
because he wishes to own land and look after his own 
animals. Schuyler’s love for being outside and being with 
others has driven him towards this direction, although he has 
plenty of time to change his mind.

Over the past year that I have gotten to know him through 
the Children’s Corner preschool program, I have seen him 
gain independence and flourish into his own person. 
Schuyler is strong witted and will without a doubt respond to 
any conversation, even if he isn’t a part of it. He is the first 
person to answer a question and is seeking to learn how to 
read and write as of now. He continues to learn and grow
each day with every small victory; whether that be
completing an art piece or copying a word on his own paper. I 
admire his determination and will to finish a task and pursue 
past that.

I am so proud of who Schuyler is and can’t wait to see all 
that he does as time goes on, and watch him grow even 
more.
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Our Thanks and Gratitude
to the following

• Westfield Foundation for Education Grant

• Robert Floyd for photography lessons

•Jenna Gauthier, Katie-Page Gauthier & Dave
Gauthier for folding origami boxes, recycling water

bottles and delicious lemon cookies

• Administration at WHS for supporting our efforts

• Mrs. Svadeba, Ms. Boyer, Mrs. Picard, Mrs. Perez –

• box folding, soda drinking & finance handling.

•Ryan Meersman coordinator for Westfield Promises for 
encouraging service projects
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Photographs:  Nathan Dion; Bhupan Sanyasi; Robert Floyd;
Madison Wallis; Claudia Tosi; Jeanette Pchelka;  and Olga Saikin
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